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1.Seats prepared for President Lech Kaczyński and his delegation at the cemetery in 
Katyń, where 70 years ago the Soviet Union authorities committed genocide on Polish 
citizens. 
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2. The wreckage of the government plane several hours after the catastrophe. 
3. Jarosław Kaczyński at the site of death of the Polish President and members of 

his delegation. 
4. The closest aides pay homage to the tragically-killed Lech Kaczyński. The coffin 

with    the body of the Polish President is being taken to Warsaw by plane. 
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5. The death of the Presidential Couple and 94 members of the official delegation 
caused a great shock. Hundreds of thousands of Poles came to Warsaw to pay 
respects to the victims. 

6. Scouts stood guard at the Presidential Palace for many days. 
7. The bodies of the President, his wife and their closest aides laid in the 

Presidential Palace. Poles stood for a dozen or more hours to bow their heads at 
their coffins. The Smoleńsk catastrophe is Poland’s greatest national tragedy 
since the Second World War. 
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8. Welcoming the coffin with the body of President Lech Kaczyński in Warsaw.  
9. The car carrying the coffin with the body of the First Lady was covered with 

armfuls of flowers tossed by Poles lining the streets in Warsaw. 
10. Thousands of people in Warsaw paid respects to the victims of the Smoleńsk 

catastrophe. They even took time off work to be able to stand along the route of 
the hearses.  
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11. People spontaneously laid flowers along the route of the coffin with the body of 
Maria Kaczyńska. 

12. A sea of flowers and candles in front of the Presidential Palace. 
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13. Welcoming the coffins with the bodies of the highest officials and generals of 
the Republic of Poland who died with the President in Smoleńsk. 

14. For many days and nights thousands of Poles gathered in front of the Presidential 
Palace. 
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15. The coffins with the bodies of the Presidential Couple at the Presidential Palace.  
16. Many Poles realized that the Republic of Poland had lost a great statesman in 

Smoleńsk. 
17. Tears and concentration. 
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18. The government plane shattered into thousands of small pieces. Experts are not 
able to explain the reasons for such damage after the fall from about 20–30 
metres. 

19. Such actions are in dramatic contrast to the principles of investigating aircraft 
accidents in the EU.  

20. Russians damaged the wreckage of the plane which crashed in Smoleńsk on 10 
April 2010.  

21. In the photograph, an officer is smashing windows with a crowbar and 
displaying a joyful gesture to his colleagues.  
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22. Bodies of the victims in the Smoleńsk catastrophe were thrown by the Russians 
on the sheets of foil lying on the ground. In full public view they waited to be 
put into coffins. 

23. Russian officers were seen cutting the wreckage of the plane with saws and 
tearing it apart.  

24. Russian officers searched the site of the catastrophe by poking the ground with 
sticks. It is no wonder that a month or even three months after the tragedy Polish 
tourists kept finding pieces of human bodies and important devices from the 
plane. This casts doubt upon the professionalism and reliability of Russia. 
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25. Unidentified pieces of the wreckage were put on trucks. Such treatment has 
made it impossible to reconstruct the plane and investigate it. 

26. The site of the catastrophe was visited by outsiders, even children and teenagers. 
The highest officials of the Russian Federation accepted this negligence. In the 
photograph, Minister Shoygu is shown ignoring the teenagers standing on the 
right. 
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27. Russians damaged the wreckage of the Polish plane with excavators. How did 
they examine it later? 
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28. In Warsaw, thousands of Poles took part in the Mass held on Piłsudski Square 
for the victims of the catastrophe. 

29. The coffins with the bodies of the Presidential Couple leaving the Palace, the 
seat of the Polish President, Professor Lech Kaczyński. 
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30. The coffins with the bodies of Maria and Lech Kaczyński in the courtyard of the 
Presidential Palace.  

31. The coffins with the bodies of the Presidential Couple being taken to St. John’s 
Cathedral in Warsaw. Hundreds of thousands of Poles from all over the country 
accompanied them. 
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32. The Mass in the Warsaw Cathedral. The cathedral was not closed that night. 
Poles kept arriving until the morning to pay homage to the Presidential Couple.  

33. The funeral procession with the coffins of Maria and Lech Kaczyński is making 
its way along the streets of Cracow. 
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34. The funeral of the Presidential Couple was a great manifestation of Polish 
people’s attachment to their tragically dead President. No other politician 
enjoyed such devotion of citizens as did Professor Lech Kaczyński. 

35. The coffin with the body of the Polish President in the Wawel Cathedral in 
Cracow. Here, Poland had paid a last tribute to her most eminent citizens for 
many centuries. 
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36. The funeral procession heading toward the Wawel Castle. It is being led by 
Cardinal Stanisław Dziwisz, Pope John Paul II’s personal secretary. 
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37. The crypt at the Wawel Cathedral. The bodies of the Presidential Couple are 
buried here. 
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38. Parts of the plane which were found in Smoleńsk a month after the catastrophe. 
Among them a device used for lowering the undercarriage. 

39. Runway lights had been fastened to burnt stakes. After the catastrophe, Russians 
cut down trees growing around them. 

40. A month after the catastrophe Polish tourists kept finding victims’ documents on 
the site. 
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41. The wreckage of the plane used by the Polish President was lying unprotected 
for months. 

42. The photograph shows a pile with parts of the plane one on top of another. How 
did the Russians examine their efficiency? 

43. Treatment of the wreckage of the plane by Russians stands in contrast to the 
standard procedures for investigating aircraft catastrophes which are observed all 
over the world. The wreckage of the plane is kept without a permanent canopy or 
roof. For several months in the winter, it was covered with a thick layer of snow 
and the temperature in Smoleńsk fell below 30°C. Probably due to the lack of 
protective roofing it will be impossible for an international body of experts to 
conduct a thorough examination of the wreckage. More than half of Polish 
citizens call for such a commission to be appointed. 
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44. In September 2010, the Smoleńsk Civic Congress took place in Warsaw, 
organized by the Independent Media Foundation. Family members of the victims 
were among the participants. 
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45. On the 10th day of every month several thousand people participate in the March 
of Remembrance in Warsaw. 

46. Participants in the March of Remembrance demand an international commission 
to investigate the causes of the catastrophe in Smoleńsk.  

47. Participants of the March of Remembrance do not lose faith in the possibility of 
explaining the causes of the catastrophe. They feel that they are EU citizens and 
call for its help. 

45 

46 47 



 
22 

                                                
Source: Fundacja Niezależne Media 

48. Every month on the 10th day, to commemorate the day of the Smoleńsk 
catastrophe, thousands of Poles put flowers and candles in front of the Palace 
which was the official seat of President Lech Kaczyński.  

49. Every month there are more and more of those who wish to protest against 
handing over to the Russian Federation the right to investigate the catastrophe. 

50. In the opinion of a great number of Polish people, Professor Lech Kaczyński was 
the most eminent Polish politician after the Second World War.  
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